Meeting of the Council

Minutes

Monday 10 July 2017

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council
held in the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash
on Monday 10 July 2017 which commenced at 7.00pm

Chairman of the Council:
Vice Chairman

 Present

Cllr Nigel Manning
Cllr John Tonks
Cllr Laurence Armes
Cllr Martin Burgess
Cllr Bill Cole
Cllr Andrew Gomm
Cllr Mrs Jayne Hewlett
Cllr Nigel Kearse
Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley
Cllr Mrs Jo Randall
Cllr Mrs Pat Scott
Cllr Paul Spooner

x Not Present







A
A



A

A Apology for Absence

Part I – Public Session

34.

To receive Apologies for Absence (agenda item 1)
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs Jayne Hewlett, Cllr Nigel Kearse and
Cllr Paul Spooner

35.

To receive Declarations of Interest (agenda item 2)
The Local Code of Conduct – Disclosure of Interests for Committee Meetings held during
June 2017 as indicated at Agenda Appendix A were noted. There were no disclosures of
interest declared for this meeting (agenda item 3)

36.

Confirmation of the Minutes (agenda item 3)
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 12 June 2017, copies
of which have been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and signed
by the Chairman of the Council.

37.

Chairman’s Announcements. (agenda item 4)
To receive the Chairman’s announcements.


The Chairman confirmed that all issued raised during the public adjournment on
12 June 2017 had been reported to the relevant authority.
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Ash Village Fete will be held on Saturday 15 July 2017, 12 noon until 4pm.



The Ash in Bloom nominations are now closed and judging will commence shortly.



Surrey County Council has advised the withdrawal of the Lengthsman Scheme.
A vegetation team will be replacing the Scheme and Parish Councils have been
asked to supply a list of areas that need attention as soon as possible. The Clerk
has forwarded a list to Surrey County Council of areas that are known to require
attention and Councillors were asked to forward details of any areas they feel
should be included a soon as possible to the Parish office. The Clerk will check
these against the list and submit as necessary.



There will be an opportunity for residents to meet and discuss issues with Michael
Gove MP and local Councillors at the Ash Centre on Friday 14 July 2017 4.30pm
to 5:30pm



The Chairman updated members and residents on the current situation with the
traveller incursions in Ash.



Correspondence has been received from the Post Office confirming they are
continuing their efforts to restore a Post Office facility in Ash.

Adjournment. (agenda item 5)
At this point in the proceedings it was moved by the Chairman of the Council, duly
seconded and:
Resolved that the meeting be adjourned for a maximum period of twenty five
minutes to enable a public question period to be held (as at Minute Appendix A).

39.

Reports of Committees. (agenda item 6)
To receive the following committee reports, copies of which have been circulated:
Planning
Planning
Amenities, Finance and Administration

40.

12 June 2017
26 June 2017
26 June 2017

Minute Number 10 to 21
Minute Number 22 to 30
Minute Number 19 to 29

Monthly Financial Statement. (agenda item 7)
A summary of the monthly Financial Statements giving details of June 2017 payments as
at Agenda Appendix B was presented to the Council by the Chairman of the Finance and
Administration Committee and authorised.

41.

Ash Parish Council – Emergency Plan. (agenda item 8)
Members considered the following draft documents as drawn up by the Emergency Plan
Working Group and suggest any amendments required:
a)

The Emergency Plan

b)

Letters/Forms to identified venues

Members noted that the article for Ash Matters (issue date w/c 24.07.2017 has already
been submitted due to the deadline given by the printers
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The Chairman explained the background to the production of the Emergency Plan and
that this would be a live document which would evolve over the years and will be
reviewed on a regular basis and it was:
Resolved upon consideration that as there were no further suggestions for
inclusion in the Emergency Plan at this time this item be noted.
42.

Concurrent Function Grant Aid 2018/19 (agenda item 9)
Members to consider projects for Concurrent Function Grant Aid 2018/19 for submission
to Guildford Borough Council by 8 September 2017. Members to note a total scheme limit
of £50,000.00 for any individual parish council has been introduced. The Clerk confirmed
that an extension to the submission date had been granted to 12 September 2017 to
enable projects to be finalised at the Council meeting to be held on Monday 11
September 2017 and it was:
Resolved upon consideration that suggestions for projects be advised to the Clerk
and Chairman to enable consideration at the meeting to be held 11 September 2017.

43.

Correspondence (agenda item 10)
There was no correspondence to report

44.

Next Meeting (agenda item 11)
The date of the next meeting is Monday 11 September 2017 commencing at 7pm or
following the close of the Planning Meeting if this is later.

45.

Public Bodies (admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 (agenda item 12)
To consider and if deemed necessary, pass the following resolution in accordance with the
provision of Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960: “That
the Press and Public be excluded from this meeting during the discussion of any matters
arising in connection with the remaining items in the Agenda, on the grounds that by
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted publicity would be
prejudicial to the public interest

Part II – Private Session
Councillor Andrew Gomm gave his apologies and left the meeting due to a prior
appointment
46.

Ash Cemetery (agenda item 13)

The meeting closed at 7:47pm

Chairman: ___________________
Date: _______________________
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AGENDA APPENDIX A

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

June 2017

DATE OF MEETING

MEMBER

MINUTE REF
& PAGE NO.

TYPE AND NATURE OF
INTEREST

PLANNING
12 June 2017

No declarations of interest
recorded

PLANNING
26 June 2017

No declarations of interest
recorded

AMENITIES
FINANCE &
ADMINISTRATION
26 June 2017

No declarations of interest
recorded
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MINUTE APPENDIX A

During the public adjournment the following points were raised:
Concerns were raised regarding the Guildford Borough Council Local Plan public drop-in event at
Millmead House Guildford on 1 July 2017. The event coincided with the annual Raft Race on the
river Wey which made parking for the drop-in event difficult.
Cllr Nigel Manning agreed that consideration should have been given regarding holding
the drop-in event on the same day as the Raft Race. He will pass this concern onto
Guildford Borough Council.
Several concerns and queries were raised regarding the proposed bridge over the Ash Station
level crossing. Enquiries made during the drop-in events had produced conflicting responses
with regard to the provision of the bridge, the possible position of the bridge and the funding
available.
Cllr Nigel Manning and Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley explained that the plans for the bridge
had not yet been formalised and were therefore not part of the draft Local Plan. Once
formal planning application was in process details would be available for public viewing.
Cllr Manning will advise Cllr Paul Spooner regarding the issue of conflicting responses
from Guildford Borough Council officers during the drop-in events.
Queries were raised regarding funding for the bridge being made available through developers,
which would pass the costs onto those who purchased the new properties.
Cllr Nigel Manning and Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley explained the importance of planning
gain being available for the infrastructure for the community as a whole.
A utility manhole cover in Ash Church Road, opposite the junction with Britten Close is not well
fitted and is causing a disturbance when vehicles drive over it, especially lorries.
Parish Ground Staff will check who is responsible for this cover and the Parish Office
report it.
An article in a Sunday newspaper had reported that a village in Kent had experienced issues with
the chiming of a clock causing a disturbance as had happened with the Victoria Hall clock.
A spelling error on the Amenities Finance and Administration was pointed out.
This will be corrected.
Concerns were raised regarding the cars parking along the grass verge in Vale Road from
opposite the junction with Wood Street to opposite the junction with St Mary’s Road. Vehicles
were blocking the pavement at one point. The grass verge was being spoilt by the parked
vehicles. Could consideration be given to a lay-by for parking?
Cllr Nigel Manning advised that Ash Parish Council had previously asked Surrey County
Council to consider installing bollards along that particular stretch of verge and would
raise this issue with the Highways department again. With regard to vehicles blocking
pavements, this should be reported to the Police on the 101 number especially if
pedestrians were being forced to walk in the road. The Police, in Cllr Manning’s
experience, usually reacted to this type of issue promptly.
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The road surfacing in Prospect Road and Gorselands Close are in a poor state of repair.
Cllr Nigel Manning advised residents to continue reporting road defects and potholes on
line to Surrey County Council.
Concerns were raised regarding the bridge over the canal on Heath Vale Bridge Road. The
brickwork and the railings need attention.
The Parish Office will report this to Surrey County Council.
The Parish Office will also contact the Basingstoke Canal Authority to request an update
on the tow path repairs.
Concerns were raised regarding nettles and vegetation over growing the footpath by the Dover
Garage.
The Parish Office will report this to Surrey County Council.
The footpath from White Rose to Harpers Road is overgrown blocking the right of way.
The Parish Office will report this to Surrey County Council Rights of Way officer.
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